
 

 

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER—WINTER 2025 

MAPELTON WATER DISTRICT 

WINTER 2025—PAGE 1 

Rice Road Improvements 

In 2022, the MWD was allocated a grant through the En-
vironmental ProtecƟon Agency.  This was a direct alloca-
Ɵon from Senator Jeff Merkley’s office.  This grant allows 
the district to make progress on the replacement of our 
distribuƟon system, the cost of which will be upwards of 
$20 million. 

During the process of creaƟng a master plan for future 
improvements, the district decided that the best use of 
these funds would be Rice Road/1st Street Area.  This 
would replace exisƟng, aging mainlines and improve fire 
protecƟon by increasing the maximum volume for new 
hydrants. 

The district does not anƟcipate this project to affect cus-
tomers’ property outside the exisƟng right-of-way, but 
customers should expect the usual inconveniences that 
come with uƟlity work. 

Commissioners 

PosiƟon 1: Art Donnelly 
PosiƟon 2: Vacant 
PosiƟon 3: Julie Doran-Lee 
PosiƟon 4: Vanessa West 
PosiƟon 5: Sharon Kelly 

Contact Us 

PO Box 435 
88151 Riverview Ave 
Mapleton, OR  97453 

541-268-4348 
info@mapletonwd.org 
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Upcoming Projects 

New Skid Update 

Customers may have noƟced the acƟvity at the Water 
Treatment Plant on Highway 36.  This project is well on its way to being substanƟally complete by the end of this 
March.  The expansion of the plant building to accommodate the new skid has almost been completed.  The new 
skid, which includes most of the components used to filter your water, has been completed and will soon be deliv-
ered from its manufacturer in Colorado.  Final compleƟon of the project will likely be late Spring or early Summer 
2025 with the installaƟon of a new backup generator. 

It has taken the efforts of many board members, volunteers and staff members—past and present—over many 
years to get this over the finish line.  Once complete the district will be focusing on replacing and repairing the ag-
ing distribuƟon lines to reduce water loss and prevent service outages. 



 

 

 Emergency MiƟgaƟon at the Water Treatment Plant 

In early Winter 2023 the Board held an emergency meeƟng to discuss the precarious situaƟon developing 
above the water treatment plant.  There was evidence of significant land movement along Berkshire Creek, 
the district’s sole source of raw water.  Further, the exisƟng culverts, criƟcal to access the treatment plant 
intake were failing and trees threatened exisƟng criƟcal infrastructure.  Given the Ɵme-sensiƟve nature of 
the problem and the exisƟng investment in the treatment plant property, the board discussed the problem 
with State and Federal agencies. 

The soluƟon developed was a miƟgaƟon project to be funded with a grant from the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture.  The Emergency Community Water Assistance Grant (ECWAG) is limited to $1,000,000.  
The project will take place over the next six months to a year and occur over several phases.  We believe 
that this work will further protect our new skid (anƟcipated to be operaƟonal by April 1, 2025) and further 
an important part the district’s mission of “to provide reliable potable water at a reasonable price to our 
customers. “ 
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Riverview Avenue Culvert Project 

This project was originally scheduled for Sum-
mer 2024 but was delayed to Summer 2025.  
Lane County is managing this project but the 
district will be contribuƟng $40,000 to adjust 
the depth of the mainline.  The washed-out 
secƟon of street has increased traffic on 
Neely Lane and made the dock area less ap-
pealing for the last several years.   

While the district is not managing the project 
we are anƟcipaƟng some impact on customer 
service on Riverview Avenue south of the 
bridge.  The Board and staff will keep custom-
ers informed when scheduling has been final-
ized and will be taking measures to miƟgate 
any disrupƟon of service to homes and businesses in the area. 

AddiƟonal Storage Tank 

The district, with the help of Lane County, applied for and received a grant from the FEMA BRIC program.  
This $3 million grant will go towards the construcƟon of a third, 300,000 gallon storage tank to be located 
near the Mapleton School District campus.  The goal of this project is to improve the reliability of drinking 
water for customer as well as improve fire protecƟon.  The district anƟcipates that this project will be com-
pleted by the end of 2026. 



 

 

As you will no doubt see from the upcoming projects noted elsewhere in this newsleƩer, the improvement 
and success of the Mapleton Water District will be largely dependent on grants from State and Federal 
agencies as well as the generosity of non-profit groups.  However, geƫng from the concept of a project, to 
finding possible funders, to applying for specific grants, to complying with grant requirements and finally 
seeing a project through takes hundreds of hours of spread over the course of years.  In this area the dis-
trict depends on the help of volunteers from the Board of Commissioners and from the community in gen-
eral.  If you are interested in helping with this important series of project, email Grant CommiƩee Chair Art 
Donnelly at adonnelly@mapletonwd.org. 

In September and October 2024, district staff completed a Lead Service Line Inventory.  This was required 
by the Environmental ProtecƟon Agency and the district’s State regulator, the Oregon Health Authority 
(OHA). 

The district chose to complete this inventory using the staƟsƟcal method, which conserved the Ɵme of paid 
staff and because of the lower likelihood of lead service lines being installed due to the relaƟvely age of the 
housing stock of the district compared with other water providers around the country. 

District staff first reviewed its own records and other agencies’ records to determine which service lines 
could be excluded from the list of unknown service lines.  
One example would be for homes built in or aŌer 1986.  Of 
the remaining unknown service lines, the district randomly 
selected 20% to inspect.  Staff then exposed the service line 
on both the district and customer side of the meter and 
idenƟfied the material of each side.  The results of these in-
specƟons were then submiƩed to the OHA for review. 

Neither side of any of the meters were determined to be lead or galvanized steel requiring replacement.  
We can therefore declare with a high level of certainty that the district is free from lead service lines. 

However, it is possible that lead plumbing exists in customers homes.  In the summer of last year we com-
pleted OHA-required lead tesƟng of samples from select customer homes.  Two of the ten samples tested 
posiƟve for lead and one tested posiƟve for copper.  CollecƟvely, the district detected low levels of lead and 
copper—below the mandated acƟon levels and maximum contaminaƟon levels.  The district, of course, is 
not responsible for plumbing within a customer’s home but does take measures to reduce the leaching of 
lead and copper from all sources by monitoring the pH of the water it produces.  This data is reported to 
the Oregon Health Authority every month and customers are noƟfied in cases where this standard is not 
met.  The district’s corrosion control treatment is currently in compliance with state regulaƟons. 
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A note from the Operator... 
While nearly all of the district’s water meters 
are read by radio signal, it is sƟll important for 
customers to keep their meter boxes clear, 
clean and accessible.  Also important is to keep 
hydrants clear of debris and overgrowth.  Add 
this to your Spring cleaning to-do list. 

Grant CommiƩee Update 

Lead Service Line Inventory 



 

 

At the board meeƟng on November 11, 2024, commissioners and aƩendees discussed a proposal prepared 
by the WillameƩe Partnership.  This was forwarded to the district by Mapleton Commercial Area Owners 
AssociaƟon (MCAOA). The MCAOA is the organizaƟon that operates the small sewer system that serves 
customers from Steelhead Drive to the Highway 36 Bridge. 

The proposal was one of two opƟons 
included in the WillameƩe Partnership 
report and the one that was best for 
the future of the sewer system and its 
patrons.  The ulƟmate end of this pro-
posal is the merging of the Mapleton 
Water District with the sewer system, 
thus becoming a water and sewer dis-
trict.  Both the district and the MCAOA 
are someƟme off from any final deci-
sion and it was only determined that 
the Board of Commissioners was open 
to the possibility.  Discussing this possibility is only the first of many steps to come. 

A two-page explanaƟon of two opƟons is available on the district website newsleƩer secƟon enƟtled, 
“Choosing Mapleton”.  While this might be the best opƟon for the sewer system, the Board of Commission-
ers expressed at the meeƟng that it is responsible to the whole district, not just mutual customers.  It also 
commiƩed to transparency throughout the process. 

Budget Category FY 2024-25 Budget Expenditures as of November 30, 2024 % of Budgeted Amt 

Personnel Services $145,274.00 $44,495.48 31% 

Materials and Services $134,500.00 $91,527.20 68% 

Capital Outlay $2,147,398.00 $488,655.95 23% 

Debt Service $15,700.00 $0.00 0% 

OperaƟng ConƟngencies $215,391.00 $0.00 0% 

Total $2,658,263.00 $624,678.63 23% 
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Budget Update 

Below is a breakdown of where this district is in its fiscal year which began July 1, 2024.  The figures are 
based on the November 30th financial statement.  The materials and services category is above where the 
board budgeted for the year, largely due to repairs and maintenance expenses as well as legal expenses.  
All other categories are below the projected budget for November 30, 2024, or about 42% of the fiscal 
year. 

Upcoming ElecƟons 

PosiƟons 1 and 2 on the Board of Commissioners will be on the 
ballot for the elecƟon on May 20, 2025.   

Other offices in this elecƟon include boards of the community col-
lege, educaƟon service district, school, library, ambulance and 
fire districts. 

Those interested in filing for an office can go to the Lane County 
ElecƟons website or contact them by phone at (541) 682-4234.  A 
candidate may file their candidacy from February 8 to March 20, 
2025. 

Possible Merger with Sewer System 


